Holocaust Research Project for Ms. Searle’s Classes

You will be doing extensive research in order to complete a PowerPoint presentation that explains your guiding question in great detail.  You must have a Works Cited Page, in-text citation, and appropriate graphics/illustrations.  The quality and development of the writing will be very important if you wish to meet the District standards and earn an “A” or a “B.”  You must use a minimum of five sources.  You must use a variety of sources…not all books or not all Internet sites.  I will provide the print sources in my room.  You may do research online at home, but make sure you write down all the information you’ll need for a work cited entry for the Web.  I will provide access to computers for both research and creating the PowerPoint Research Project.  

[image: image1.wmf]These are sample guiding questions we brainstormed in class.  I’ve added subpoints to help you figure out where to start your research process.  You’ll need to hand in your guiding question for a grade.  Then, you need to begin taking notes, using the BME for notetaking.

	
	Guiding Question Examples:
	Subpoints:

	 1.
	How many camps were there?  This question is just a factual question.  Once you answer it, you don’t have anywhere to go.  


A better question would be:  What role did the camps play in the mass murder of six million Jews?
	Location of camps

Occupancy of camps

Relationship to railroads

Loss of identity in camps

Camp blueprints

Death camps

Organization/efficiency



	 2.
	How could Hitler start the Holocaust, keep it going, and not be guilty of actually hurting anyone himself?
	Names of high-ranking Nazi doers

What they did

Paper work with Hitler’s signature

Letters and memos to high-ranking Nazis



	 3.
	Were all Nazis bad people?
	Hitler Youth

Peer pressure

Collective punishment

Nazi testimony

Survivor stories detailing helpful Nazis



	 4.
	Why do we care about the Holocaust?
	History repeats itself

Learn from past

Learn the process used to commit mass murder

Bosnia, Ruwanda, Cambodia, Darfor

	 5.
	Did the Holocaust actually occur?
	Photo archives

Document archives

Survivor stories

U.S. legal recognition

	 6.
	Could Anne Frank’s diary be a fake?
	Miep Geis’s interviews

Handwriting analysis

Photo archives

	 7.
	What is justice for the Nazis?
	Death sentence

Life in prison

Killed on the spot

Escapees

Current Nazis still alive

U.S. offers sanctuary to some

	 8.
	Why didn’t the Americans help when they found out what was happening?
	Anti-Semitism in the U.S.

U.S. State Dept. had documentation of atrocities



	 9.
	Would it have been acceptable to side with the Nazis?
	Jews who pretended to be Nazis

Collective punishment

Peer pressure

	10.
	Why weren’t there more resistance groups?
	Direct resistance

Indirect resistance

Collective punishment

Death

Fear

	11.
	What good has come out of the medical experiments?
	Types of medical experiments

Hypothermia

Wound

Limb attachment

Organ transfers

Sterilization

What can we do today

	12.
	What psychological damage was suffered by survivors?
	Post traumatic stress disorder

Eating disorders

Fear of abandonment

Self-esteem issues

Multiple personality disorder

Depression

Drug use


	13.
	What role did propaganda play in the Holocaust?
	The Bad Jew

The Good Nazi

Germany—the best nation

The Master Race

	14.
	Were Nazis expert recyclers?
	Books

Hair

Utensils

Brushes, combs, toothbrushes

Shoes

Clothes

Fat

	15.
	Was dehumanization a necessary part for the Holocaust to succeed?
	Cattle cars

Jew badges

Tattoo numbers

Shaved heads

Uniforms

Nuremburg Laws

	16.
	Why is more attention paid to the Holocaust than to slavery?
	Purpose of slavery

Purpose of the Holocaust

Numbers

Time in history

	17.
	How did the doers live with themselves?
	The party line.  “I’ve done nothing wrong.”

Denial

Rationalizing

Blaming Jews

	18.
	How did the doctors who were supposed to do no harm able to commit the acts of medical torture?
	Shared guilt

“I had to follow orders.”

Drug and alcohol use

Denial

Numbness

	19.
	Come up with your own guiding question.
	Brainstorm possible subpoints.



This year, I’m allowing students to take notes in whatever format they find most comfortable.  Some may want to use index cards, some may use the BME, some may use simple notetaking on paper or using a computer.  However, they must begin with the BME form.   They will be graded on the first 4 BME sheets.

Whichever you decide to do, you must all collect the necessary details about your source to be able to create a Works Cited Page and use in-text citation.  To do this, you’ll need to write down the author, the title, the place it was published, who published it,  the copyright date, and the medium used (Print for a book, Web for online, etc.).  There is a definite form for this, which is explained in detail in the District Research Guidelines, which will be placed at each table.  

We’ll be working on this in chunks to avoid being overwhelmed.  

Again, 

Your first task is to write a good guiding question for a grade. 

Your second task is to begin your search.  You’ll receive a grade for documenting your sources in your notes and turning in four BME sheets..  

Your third task is to compile enough research and graphics to begin writing and creating your PowerPoint, which will include a Works Cited Page and in-text citation.   

You may choose to present your PP for extra credit.

