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An Overview

THE I-SEARCH PADEL (written for Mrs. Searle)

What is it? Thc l-Scarch Fapcr is a research-based paper that rcquircs you to TH]NK
rather thanjust regurgitate information. You will be able to select a focus of Pcrsona| interest and
run with it. Your l-Scarch FaPcr will document your joumcy as you wrestle with a real

qucstion/thcsis, how you answcr/cxPlain it, and how you interact with the information you've

discovered. REMEMBER: Thisis a long process. Do not be imPaticnt, frustrated, or
angry——this wi”just stoP you in your tracks. DO RE_AD T]"’”S, yes, read. ALL of it. You can’t

expect to climb the mountain if you don’t know anything about mountain climbing. FrcParc 5oursc|{:

for success. Read and pay attention. Once you’re in the zone, cvcrgthing will click.

Your INTRODUCTION will Proviclc some necessary baclcgrouncl information to set the context,
and it will state your QUESTION/THESIS STATEMENT. The thesis statement will steer
your entire research process. Remember the 3 T°s. Topic + ‘Tude = Thesis. T his means you
combine the toPic with your attitude toward it or your sPin into one complctc sentence. | his will
Probablg be the last sentence in your introduction. Remember, a thesis statement may not be
written in qucstion form. After writing the thesis, gou’” need to start your research and use index
cards for source cards and note cards—but right now, |'m going to continue giving you the big Picturc

of what your [-Search will end up loolcing like.

The first 1 of the bocly will deal with how you Plan to find the answer to your qucstion/thcsis
statement...the Proccss—whcrc you will look to find information to answer your qucstion/thcsis
statement. | his would include a discussion of where you tried to find information—books, the
|nternet, non~|:>rint material, interviews, databases, newspaper articles, survivor accounts, whatever.
This § will also discuss how difficult you found each mini-search...as well as how you refined your
thinking and tried other sources or key words. [f you don’t want to address this in one Paragraph,
talk about it throughout your paper.

Subscqucnt s will share the information your research has uncovered—broken into Paragraphs

that start with tOPIC sentences. You cannot_just recopy big sections of material. |f | want a



Xcrox machinc, ] can use one. l dor’t need you to become onel You need to understand the

information you’re Fincling and cxplain itina |ogical, thought Provolcing manner.

This is also where the “|” factor comes into the Picturc. You should be interacting with the
information bg aclcling Pcrsonal comments, qucstioning how you would have reacted, and malcing
connections to things you see in the world toclay. If you’re ta"dng about bgstanclcrs, cxpand that
idea and look at bgstandcr behavior you see cvcrgc‘ag in school—how you react when you see
somcthing haPPcning that you feel is wrong, This is the meat of your paper. This is where you
demonstrate your undcrstanding of all the research you've done and all the ideas you've read in the

Plag, seen in film material J've shown, and learned from the aPPrcciation material ['ve shared with you.

The bocly is also where | expect to see in-text citation (footnotes within the PaPcr) to
document where you found SPCCilciC information. |f you haven’t done your source cards and note

cards corrcctlg, you won’t be able to use in-text citations...and 5ou’” lose Points.

The final ], the CONCLUSION, should restate the introduction and draw valid, useful conclusions

based upon what you've demonstrated you've learned in the bocly. Pull it all togcthcr in this final {.
T hink of the finale to a fire work demonstration. (Go out in stglc.

Lcngth bg itself does not guarantee a goocl graclc. J'm more interested in seeing that you rca"y
learned somcthing about how to formulate a qucstion/clcvclop a thesis, do aPProPriatc research,
document that research, and use your writing skills to cxPlain ina mcaningFul way. A 3-5 page well-
clcvcloPccl paper is better than an 8-page, rambling, coPiccl paper that doesn’t hang togcthcr or

clcmonstratc your unclcrstancling oF thc matcrial ancl thc rcscarch Form.

You will also need to complctc a WORKS CITED PACE using the District’s Research Format.
Thisis simplg an alPhabctizcd list of the sources you usccl...Put your source cards in abc order, in

other words. Ma‘(e sure you use the correct margins.
That’s the ]~Scarch Fapcr. Now, how do you start?

The first step is to brainstorm Possiblc topics by creating a mind map or cluster. THE.N, to narrow
the Focus, you need to decide what facet of the Holocaust most interests you. You’" be sPcncling
quitc a bit of time rcscarching, so select a topic of interest to you Pcrsona“g. See the samPlc mind
map below. |f you were to choose victims, for cxamPlc, 3ou’d write victims in the center of your mind
map. You would NOT copy my victims strancl...gou would rca"y think about the victims and how
you would organize what you want to find out about. What categories pop up in your backgrouncl
knowlcclgc? Could you break victims into those who were worked to death, gassccl, cscapccl, hid,



etc? You can see how you need to select 3our{:ocus and start maniPulating what you alrcadg know

about that {:ocus.

When this is open in AdobeReader, change the size of the document to 200% so you can read the words and see the links in
the mind map. Then you can change it back to 100%.
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As | said before, once you've decided upon a toPic and have written your thesis statement, you’re

rcacig to start the search Part of the Fathwags Kcscarch Froccss, which is cxP|aincci below. You

need to understand that this process is not linear. You don’t start at aPPrcciation and go straight

through to evaluation. You'll Probablg be moving back and forth within the process. For cxamPlc,

you might think you have done cnough research, but when you start your outline (intchrctation),

you realize that you dor’t have cnough information on a Particu|ar category of information. T hat

means that you havc to return to thc scarch Part of thc Proccss—ancl that’s okag.

O

The PATHWAYS Research Drocess:

ADDI’eCiﬂtion: SParlcing curiosity and imagination. Students listen to/read
the literature and pay attention to the film material and handouts Proviclccl.

Dl’eseal’Ch: Jncludes cxploring rclationships, connecting to Prior knowlcdgc, and
clcvcloPing qucstions. Students will brainstorm and create mind maps to move toward
dcvcloPing their own guic‘ing qucstions. These will be useful in dcvcloping the thesis

statement and,//or toPic sentences.

Seﬂl’Ch: Jncludes Planning a search strategy, sclccting resources, and rccorcling
information. Students Figurc out what sources to use, how to use them, and bcgin taking
notes. Students will use my notc-talcing graPhic organizers or the rcquirccl form for index

carcl use.

|Il|39l’lll’ellati0ll: Jncludes analysis, synthcsis, & evaluation. Students start

thinking about the information thcy‘vc uncovered and organizc it so it is mcaning{:ul to the

rcaclcr.

Communication: |ndudes using a format & sharing new knowledge.

5tuc|cnts write their drafts, creating introductions, bodies, and conclusions. |n-text citations

must be included. |ntroductions must contain thesis statements. Students must use the

District's Rcscarch Format for their Works Cited Fagcs.

EVﬂlllﬂﬁOll: lncluclcs thinlcing about the research process and assessing the

Procluct. Stuclcnts kccp track of how well thcg have used the process and format rcquirccl
]:)9 their teacher.

5tuc|cnts need to be familiar with these six terms in the Fathways to Knowlcclgc Kcscarch Froccss.



Details on how to comPlctc the in-text citations and Works Cited Fagc can be found in the District
Research Paper Packet which Jll provide in the classroom.
P P

Pll be brcalcing up the process so you aren’t overwhelmed and too frustrated—research is initself a

bit Frustrating, so be Paticnt.

O T he first thing Jll graclc will be a minimum of 5 source cards written on index cards, using the
form Jve given you (you can find it on our [ Jome Fagc under |nternet |_essons).
a Thc second thing ]’ll graclc will be your note cards. l’ll need to see the correct form and a

varicty oF sources rcPrcscntccl.

]:rom this Point, 3ou’" need to start writingyour draft. ]t would be hclPFul to start 133 maniPulating
your note cards to create an outline. \When you start writing, 5ou’” have a Plan in Placc, which will

hclP you organize your research.
Ma‘(e sure you have complctcd the Fo”owing:

Source cards.

Notc cards.

Outline.

Dra)ct—including in-text citations.
A works cited page

O0O0OO0O0a0o

An author’s note, which will allow you to evaluate your process and the end result—the

complctec‘ l-Scarch Fapcr.

Scroll down for the rubric.



THE I'SEARCH PAPER

CATEGOLRY 4 3 2 1
source Cards All sources (information and [All sources (information and |All sources (information and |Some sources are not
graphics) are accurately graphics) are accurately graphics) are accurately accurately documented.

documented in the desired
format.

documented, but a few are
not in the desired format.

documented, but many are
not in the desired format.

Note Cards

Notes are recorded and
organized in an extremely
neat and orderly fashion.

Notes are recorded legibly
and are somewhat
organized.

Notes are recorded.

Notes are recorded only with
peer/teacher assistance and
reminders.

In-Text Citations

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented in the desired
format.

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented, but a few are
not in the desired format.

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented, but many are
not in the desired format.

Some sources are not
accurately documented.

Works Cited Dage

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented in the desired
format.

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented, but a few are
not in the desired format.

All sources (information and
graphics) are accurately
documented, but many are
not in the desired format.

Some sources are not
accurately documented.

Organization Information is very organized |Information is organized with |Information is organized, but [The information appears to
with well-constructed well-constructed paragraphs. [paragraphs are not well- be disorganized.
paragraphs and constructed.
subheadings.

Quality of Information clearly relates to {Information clearly relates to {Information clearly relates to (Information has little or

Information the main topic. It includes  |the main topic. It provides 1- [the main topic. No details nothing to do with the main

several supporting details
and/or examples. The "I"
factor is developed and
thoughtful.

2 supporting details and/or
examples. The "I" factor is
present.

and/or examples are given.
The "I" factor is not
developed.

topic. The "I" factor is not
present.

Thesis Statement

All paragraphs include
introductory sentence,
explanations or details, and
concluding sentence. Thesis
is clear and effective.

Most paragraphs include
introductory sentence,
explanations or details, and
concluding sentence. Thesis
is present.

Paragraphs included related
information but were typically
not constructed well. Thesis
is confusing.

Paragraphing structure was
not clear and sentences were
not typically related within the
paragraphs. Thesis does not
exist or is ineffective.

Mechanics

No grammatical, spelling or
punctuation errors.

Almost no grammatical,
spelling or punctuation errors

A few grammatical, spelling,
or punctuation errors.

Many grammatical, spelling,
or punctuation errors.

That’s it?! Now that you°ve read and digested all this information. ask me for

clarification if vou still don°t understand. Otherwise. happy researching?

Searle °08







